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CAROLYN’S CORNER 

We were thrilled when the new school building was 
approved.  Construction is moving along quickly and it 
looks as though our students will really be able to enter 
in the fall of 2014 or sooner.  Construction is scheduled 
to be completed in January 2014. 

I read in this week’s News-Herald that Superintendent 
of Schools, Jason Vance, said that a decision on what to 
do with the old school needs to be made shortly.   
Suggestions have been made, according to an article by 
Jeremy Styron, that all the buildings be razed and the 
land used for ball fields or parking. Another suggestion 
is that the gym be kept for use by the elementary and 
middle schools.  If someone is interested in purchasing, 
the School Board would no longer have expense of 
upkeep.  We know that some of the buildings have been 
condemned by the Fire Department and would probably 
be too expensive to maintain. The possibility of 
purchase by the city was mentioned.  

The first part of the building was constructed in the 
1920’s.  Additions have been made in the years so that 
the present structure or structures are somewhat of a 
maze.  If the section that was built in 1937, which 
contained an auditorium, stage, kitchen, and basement 
could be preserved, it could be used by the community 
for concerts, plays, etc.  This area was used by the 
school and the whole community during the depression 
years for chapel, guest speakers, entertainment, fund-
raising, PTA Meetings, and good old fashioned singing. 
Many times, students met at noon around the piano to 
play and sing.  In the 1950’s, it was converted to a 
library, a small gym, and other uses over time. 

In the depression years of 1930 to 1960, the Parent 
Teachers Association was very active.  Not much 
money was available for school supplies, playground 
equipment, libraries, and teachers.  This was a period 
when students bought their own books, paper and 
pencils. They used books carried down from their older 
brothers and sisters as well as “hand me down” clothes.  
Some of the girls wore hand me downs from their older 
brothers and if they were lucky, their Mothers made 
dresses from chicken feed sacks. 

Any extras that the schools had were often paid for by 
fund raising sponsored by the P.T.A.  Regular meetings  

were well attended.  P.T.A. sponsored and put on plays, 
concerts, talent shows, and sometimes brought in acts 
and events such as a Donkey Ball Game.  Basketball 
games between the Red Devils and the Green Hornets 
featured local players.  The men wore long handled 
underwear dyed red or green depending upon their team.  
A couple of times, the men put on a womanless 
wedding. They had pie suppers at which the men bid on 
pies made by the women. When a man bought the pie, 
he got to eat it with the one who brought it. I remember 
that the men got a kick out of bidding up the price of a 
pie which they knew a certain man wanted or one a 
husband was bidding on for his wife if he wanted his 
wife to go home happy.  

Sometimes Country Music stars such as Don Gibson, 
Mother Maybelle and the Carter Family, and 
“Grandpappy “(Archie Campbell) would perform.  One 
time someone brought a “talking” horse.  The horse was 
supposed to answer questions by stomping his foot with 
the answer to questions.  This show turned into a real 
flop and served for jokes among the men for years.  Glen 
Wear, P.K. Greenway, and C.L. Melton took turns 
blaming each other for scheduling the “horse show”, but 
they all decided that it must have been Robert Anderson, 
Sr. who was responsible. He staunchly denied it and 
claimed it was G. W. Cooper. 

In the 1950’s the Community Chorus and the Men’s 
Civic Club did a Christmas Concert and a blackface 
comedy patterned after Showboat. It was followed in a 
couple of years by one called “The Money Tree”, a 
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spoof on the name of the town Greenback.  A popular 
tune named “The Money Tree” inspired this one. 

I spoke to Superintendent Vance a few months ago.  I 
asked, at that time, about a marble or concrete marker 
which used to be in the entranceway of the auditorium. 
It had my father’s name, C.L. Melton, and those of 
other community leaders who were responsible for 
convincing the county to build the auditorium section.  
It is embedded now in one of the walls in an office or 
classroom.  There is also one at the gymnasium which 
bears the name of J. G. Hudson as the gym was built 
when he was a member of the County Commission. 
There may be others.  Mr. Vance agreed to see that 
these were exhibited in the new building or if not, that 
they would be given to the Greenback Historical 
Society 

We would like to suggest that a survey of the 
community be made during the month of April to 
secure opinions to present to the School Board.  
Surveys will be made available to the Happy Survivors, 
to those who attend the Historical Meeting on April 22 
and at the Greenback Heritage Museum until the end of 
April.  Considering the difficulty of getting the new 
school approved, it is important that we be sure that our 
opinions are taken into consideration. The survey form 
is at the bottom of this page. If you are unable to visit 
any of the places mentioned above, you may mail your 
opinion to Greenback Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 
165, Greenback, Tennessee 37742. 

   Carolyn Melton Peck 
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School Use Survey Form 

Please rank from 1 to 10 in order of importance, which 
options or option should be considered for the old 
school building and grounds: 

  ____Preserve the old auditorium section. 

_____Preserve the gymnasium for use by elementary 
and middle school students. 

_____Raze all the buildings and use land for parking 
and playgrounds. 

_____Retain some of the building for use as shop 
class. 

_____Sell the property to a developer for houses. 

_____Sell the property to a developer for shops or 
businesses. 

______Other, Specify__________________________ 

 

Signature____________________________________ 

Contact phone:________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ 

E-Mail______________________________________ 
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PUBLICATIONS 
We have been hard at work during the bad weather on 
Volume III (1930-1960) of the Greenback Heritage 
Scrapbook and hope to have an updated draft in the 
museum before too long. There was a Scrapbook 
Committee meeting in March and members were given 
writing assignments for various sections.  New 
information keeps coming in but we are getting close to 
having all of the photos, documents and news clippings 
incorporated. I am hopeful that the community will find 
this volume to be the most complete and interesting that 
we have thus far done. 

I would like to make new members aware of our 
Greenback Historical Society website at 
www.gbhistorical.webs.com.  Many of the past issues 
of our newsletter Chronicler are archived there if you 
would like to become familiar with the goings-on of the 
society in years past.  There is also a calendar of events 
to look forward to during the coming year. 

Paul Bailey 

�

A NOTABLE BIRTHDAY 

Esther Montgomery celebrated her 100th birthday on 
March 15.  Ms. Montgomery, daughter of the late 
James Calvin Montgomery and Johnnie Beulah 
McInturff Montgomery, grew up in the Trigonia area of 
Loudon County.  She was one of the founders of Happy 
Survivors, a group of former Greenback School 
Students beginning with the class which graduated in 
the year of 1929 and now covering the years up to 
1961.  She graduated from Maryville College and the 
University of Tennessee, and taught for many years at 
Howard School of Maryville, Townsend High School, 
Brevard College, and Tennessee Tech University.  She 
retired from Tennessee Tech in 1975. 

A scholar in genealogy and history, one of the books 
she compiled was the History of Oakland Church 
which is on view at the Greenback Heritage Museum.  
She has worked on the history of the Montgomery 
Family, the McInturff Family, the Bussell Family, and 
others.  Currently at Shannondale, she loves company 
and is glad to discuss her studies on family and 
community histories, when she receives friends at 804 
Shannondale Way in Maryville.   

   Carolyn Melton Peck 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 
Byerley, Jeff, 58, November 10, 2012. 
(Correction:  This was incorrectly shown as Mark 
Byerley in the January Issue.  I apologize, especially 
because I see Mark in church on Sunday mornings. 
CMP) 
Brooks,Nadine McNeeley,  January14, 2013.                                                                                        

Edmondson, Bobby Eric, January 8, 2013.                                                                                                             

Massie, Sandy Beeler, 60, January 14, 2013.  

Evans, Phil, 60, January 28, 2013.                                                                                                                             

Tarwater, Joe Allen, 72. February 2, 2013. 

Alexander,Edna Bluford, February 3, 2013. 

Davidson, Jeremiah, “Jeremy”, March 4, 2013. 

Wilson, Lorene Long, March 4, 2013.  
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GREENBACK LEGENDS 

Underneath the covered walkway from the old school 
to the new auditorium and classes were several rooms.  
Over time they were used for the seventh grade class, 
biology and chemistry classes, and a storage room for 
surplus foods sent by the government.  One year there 
were bags of apples down there.  Some of the boys who 
didn’t have the money to go to the drug store for lunch 
decided that they would like to have some apples.  Roy 
Goddard, Jack Alexander, Dick McAliley and others 
were in the group.  On the backside of the storage 
room, there was a small hole that opened into the room 
where the apples were stored.  Since Dick was the 
smallest, it was decided that he could go through the 
hole and bring out the apples.  Dick crawled into the 
hole headfirst.  About that time the boys saw the 
Principal, A.T. Hawn coming up the walk and they 
scattered leaving Dick to his fate.  Mr. Hawn saw 
Dick’s legs sticking out and started pulling him out of 
the hole.  Dick, thinking it was Jack Alexander, resisted 
and kept saying “Quit it, Jack” when Mr. Hawn finally 
got him out, Dick was startled to find his Principal had 
pulled him.  Mr. Hawn, an understanding man, took 
Dick to his office and gave him some apples. 

                                          Roy L. Goddard 
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AT THE DEPOT 

Some of the activities at the Depot slowed down a little 
in the winter, but it is still active.  We are still working 
on getting the building placed on the National Register. 
Dan Brown of the Tennessee Historical Commission 
was here in January and made numerous pictures of the 
structure and the renovation.  If we can secure enough 
information to get the application made by June 1, we 
may be able to get it on the calendar in September.   If 
you have pictures of the interior, or a description of the 
layout of the original, it would be helpful.  These could 
to be sent by E-Mail to paul.bailey@att.net or 
PennyMac26@yahoo.com or CarolynPeck@ymail.com. 
If you need to mail or leave in person, mail to Carolyn 
Peck, 600 Donaldson Light Lane, Lenoir City, TN. 
37772  Any other information about the L&N Depot  
over the years  would be welcome for use in the history 
of the Depot or in the Greenback Heritage Scrapbook 

In January, little Ben Anderson celebrated his second 
birthday with a train party at the Depot.  His father 
fashioned a mock train with pasteboard boxes and the 
children had a blast.  A shower for Nicholas Sabo and 
his bride was held in early April and a 60th Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration for the parents of Jan Cope, 
Reenie Berry, and Kerry Lewellyn is scheduled. 

On the evening of the 13th of April, Fairview Methodist 
will host a fund-raising, gospel-singing, concert for the 
Mission Trip their young men are planning.  Brent 
Johnson, Youth Director at Fairview Methodist, is in 
charge of that.                         

Carolyn Peck and Penny Clark 
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JANUARY MEETING 

Our annual meeting was held January 19, 2013.  Teresa 
Goddard, Colleen Ragain, Shirley Hall, Betty Carroll 
remain President, Vice-President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer.  New Board Members, to serve three year 
terms, are Ronald Hammontree (replacing Roy M. 
Brooks, deceased), Becky Andrews (replacing Colleen 
Ragain, director term expired), and Wendy Edmondson 
Tittsworth (replacing Marlene Lidstrom).  Attendance 
at the Annual Meeting has been declining in the last 
couple of years.   We had been having a pot-luck 
luncheon on a late Saturday in January.  Our Charter 
requires a January Meeting as that is the beginning of 
our calendar year.  If you have ideas about how to 
improve attendance, we would appreciate it.  A quorum 
is required, in order to maintain our Charter and our 
Tax Exemption Status.   

Two suggestions were made for on-going operations 
and fund-raising. The first was a Story-telling Festival 
to be held at the Depot.  The second was an   
Educational Project in which students would research 
and write an essay on Firekiller, our Cherokee Indian 
depicted in the carving at the depot.  Prizes would be 
awarded.  If you would like to serve on a Committee to 
develop either of these suggestions, please contact 
Teresa Goddard, President. 

    Carolyn Peck 

SPRING MEETING 

The regular meetings schedule was changed from 
Thursdays to Mondays at the October Meeting.   Please 
notice that our next meeting is Monday, April 22, 
7:00PM in the main room of the Greenback 
Community Center.   Our Vice-President, Colleen 
Ragain, was excited to be able to schedule Bob Roberts 
as our guest speaker.  Roberts is owner and expert at 
the Gilded Lily in Maryville.  They specialize in the 
restoration of antiquarian materials. 

According to their website, ”with many of the same 
tools a 17th century binder would have in his shop, we 
can match the binding styles of any century in any 
materials.” Walker has agreed to bring some samples 
and exhibits with him to the meeting.  Also available at 
the Gilded Lily are Journals and Albums, Enclosures, 
Embossing/Hotstamping, Lectures and Demonstrations, 
and Classes. 

The meeting is open to the public so please invite any 
of your friends and neighbors whom you think might be 
interested in the program or in our organization.   

    Carolyn Peck 

�

ANNUAL DUES 
Annual Meetings are required by the Tennessee Charter 
for non-profit organizations as well as the Federal 
Exemption under the 501 3 C designation of the IRS.  It is 
necessary to have a quorum for votes in this meeting, so 
your attendance is important.  Dues are $10.00 for 
individuals and $15.00 for families. Dues may be paid to 
the Treasurer at this meeting or mailed to Greenback 
Historical Society, Inc. P.O. Box 165, Greenback, TN 
37742. 

 Tax Free donations may be made to the Preservation 
Account in memory or in honor of someone of your choice 
at any time either to the Treasurer or to the account at 
Peoples Bank in Greenback.  These donations may only be 
withdrawn with the approval by a vote of the Board and 
are to be used for the Preservation of Buildings, Land, or 
Articles of Historic Significance. 
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CENTERVILLE 

I’m not sure when or where Centerville School was 
built.  It was located off Highway 95 just past Joe 
Greenway’s Store. This area is known as Centerville.  
At this time, all the roads were graveled. 

About 1940, all the students at Coytee were taken by 
bus to Centerville.  Our teacher at Coytee was Mrs. 
Edna Bright.  Centerville School was a one-room 
school, grades one through eight.  It had a wood stove 
in the center of the room and in another area was a 
table with a bucket of water with a dipper. We took our 
lunches to school. 

At recess and lunch, we played outside.  Some of our 
favorite games were Red Rover, Hide and Seek, and 
Antli Over.  We made swings out of grapevines.  Also 
there was a large pond close to the school and we used 
to go there and catch frogs and tadpoles.  In winter 
when water froze over, some students were brave 
enough to skate on ice. 

Our teacher at Centerville was Mrs. Aubrey Griffitts.  
She was wonderful.  She bought me the very first book 
I ever owned.  It was poems by Robert Lewis 
Stevenson.  We were there several years and then 
transferred to Glendale School. Our teacher at Glendale 
was Mrs. Ila Bryant for the 7th and 8th grades. Once we 
finished the 8th grade, we were transferred to 
Greenback High School, and I graduated there. 

                                               Mary McKelvey Farmer. 

 

Ed. Note:  Mrs. Farmer continued her education and 
became an RN.  She retired from UT Medical Center.  
She told me that her grandparents immigrated here 
from Ireland and that her Grandfather spoke to her in 
Gaelic.  I hope we can have some more information on 
her and her family at a later date. (CMP) 
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The following historical information about the 
Centerville School was provided to the Greenback 
Heritage Scrapbook Committee by Willie Kate Jones 
McDonald, a former student at the school.  Mrs. 
McDonald died in 2012. 

Alex Jones gave the land for the school and the County 
built the building.  The County gave him the privilege 
of naming the school since he gave the land.  Since it 
was centrally located in the area, he suggested the 
name Centerville.  When it closed, the building was 
sold and moved and the land returned to the landowner.  

Alex Jones was my Grandfather and died before I was 
born in 1918. 

                                  Willie Kate Jones McDonald 

US Constitution; Article I, Section 2 
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A copy of the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution of the United States is available for sale in 
the Greenback Heritage Museum.  Proceeds from the 
sale are for the operation of the Greenback Historical 
Society, Inc., a tax exempt organization. 
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NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTH  
 
May has been designated as National Preservation 
Month.  This might be a good time to get to one of 
those old projects you have been considering.  What 
about updating your photo album, your scrapbook, or 
doing a video of your memories to give to your 
descendants?  Have you ever attended that class that 
you thought you might like or visited that cemetery as 
you had planned?  Do you have an antique article or 
piece of furniture that you should clean up or donate to 
the Museum or a picture that you might give to the 
Scrapbook Committee or to the Depot?  Would you be 
willing to volunteer to serve in the Museum?  If you 
would be willing to make videos of others to preserve 
their memories, contact CarolynPeck@ymail.com. 

 

    Carolyn Peck 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
April 12, “Now He Belongs to the Ages”.  A 

commemoration of Lincoln’s Death, 10 AM, 
LMU University 

April 13, 7:00 P.M.,” Shadows of Gettysburg”, Prater 
Hall, Rose Center; Proceeds, General 
Longstreet Museum; Information, call 423 
581 5630; ext. 320; Adults; $15. Couples, 
$25.00; children, $2.00 

April 20, 12:00 Noon, Happy Survivors. Greenback 
Community Center. Classes 1929 through 
1961.  Reservations required. $15.00. 
Contact Ralph Hall 856-3419; 6013 Old 
Niles Ferry Pike, Greenback 

April 22,  Quarterly Meeting 7:00 PM Community 
Center, Upstairs.  Admission Free; Open to 
the Public. Program: Preserving books and 
documents. 
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Greenback Historical Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 165 
Greenback, Tennessee 37742 
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Robert Anderson 
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Laura Del Rio 
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